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Dear 4-H Family and Friends: 

        OTTER TAIL C OUNTY FAIR NEWSLETTER  JUNE/JULY/AUGUST 2010  

FAIR THOUGHTS WORTH REPEATING . . .   

By Brad Rugg, Minnesota State Fair 4-H Programming Superintendent 

Itôs fair time! Minnesota summers are famous for 

fishing, Twins baseball and, of course, county 

fairs. They have become a great way for 4-H 

youth to celebrate their accomplishments and to 

renew friendships.   

Minnesota summers also bring heat,  humidity, 

and tempers.  For most, the fair experience can 

be a 4-H familyôs best friend.  But every once in 

awhile, the fair can be their worst enemy. 

There are a couple of basic principles to remem-

ber when families put the finishing touches on 

projects and get ready for fair. First, remember 

whose project it is.  Certainly, 4-H is meant to be 

a family  affair with parents providing support and 

guidance around project work. Wonderful memo-

ries and bonds form when parents and kids work 

and learn together. Fairs are not an opportunity 

for over-zealous parents to relive their own 4-H 

experiences of a generation ago. The key is to 

support the project ï not do it.   

Secondly, keep competition in perspective. Every 

class will have a winner, but no 4-H fair competi-

tion should have a loser. Be it the steer show or 

a demonstration, the lamb lead contest or the 

shop exhibits, only one will be lucky enough to 

get the top purple. It is difficult to win, but even 

more difficult to win with humility. Be a good win-

ner. But just as important, be a good ñloserò if the 

outcome isnôt quite what was expected. 

Finally, keep a level head. Any large 

event with competition will bring 

about a level of controversy. Some-

times 4-H leaders are placed in very 

uncomfortable situations when ad-

dressing conflict. Flaring tempers 

and unkind words solve nothing. 

Remember that judges and 4-H staff 

are human. They arenôt out looking 

for controversy, but if it arises, it is 

their responsibility to attempt to re-

solve it. 

 

Make the most of your fair experi-

ences this summer. Make them 

learning and celebratory experi-

ences for the whole  family. The 

great memories they create will last 

a lifetime. Mine did!! 

West Otter Tail County Fair  

Website:  

www.wotcountyfair.com  



 

 

S P E C I A L    C O U N T Y   F A I R   E D I T I O N  
This newsletter contains important information about 4 -H activities at the 2010 West Otter Tail County Fair.  We 

are requiring pre -registration by June 28th  of all projects to be exhibited at the County Fair.  Enclosed in this  

mailing are your òRegistration Formsó for each enrolled 4-H member and the ò4-H Premium Listó necessary to  

complete the Registration Form.   
 

In the non -livestock projects, you may bring up to 3 items per lot code.   You record the same lot code 

number for EACH item you bring.  
 

The correct lot code numbers and exhibit descriptions can be found in the 2010 4 -H Otter Tail County 

Fair Premium List  (enclosed in this mailing, and on the website below).   DO NOT USE A PREMIUM LIST 

FROM PREVIOUS YEARS AS MANY OF THE LOT CODE #õS HAVE CHANGED. Be as accurate as possible  

when copying the Lot Code numbers.    No premium money (the money each 4 -H'er receives for the  

exhibit placing) will be given to 4 -H'ers who do not pre -register.  
 

COMPLETE THE  REGISTRATION FORM & RETURN BY J UNE  28th TO : 

   U of MN Extension Service, 505 South Court St., Fergus Falls MN  56537  

   (4-H Club Booths/Banners/Planters, Community Pride, Demonstrations must be pre -registered as well.)   
 

The West Otter Tail County Fair Association has a website:  

www.wotcountyfair.com  
Coming soon, this newsletter, the premium list and lots of other information will be included  

in this great website!  Log in and learn more about our FANTASTIC  COUNTY FAIR!  

 

FAIR RELATED DATES T O REMEMBER  
    

 June 28  County Fair pre -registration form due from EACH  MEMBER  
 

 June 28  6:00 p.m.  Amby/Jr. Leader Meeting at Fairgrounds.  

  7:00 p.m. 4 -H Leadersõ Council meeting - request 100% club representation ,  

   County Fairgrounds, Fergus Falls  
 

 June 21 -24 4-H Interstate Exchange; 4 -Hõers here from Van Wert, Ohio 
 

 July 13  4-H Clothing Day , Location yet to be determined. (Clothing members will receive a separate mailing)  
 

 July 15  4-H Demonstration Day - Pioneer Retirement Community & Food Review at  

   Pioneer Pointe, FF - buildings are adjacent to each other  
 

 JULY 20  Judging for all Non -Livestock Projects, 2:00 ñ7:30 p.m.,  Fairgrounds  
  

 JULY 21 -24 WEST OTTER TAIL COUNTY FAIR,  FERGUS FALLS  
 

 JULY 25  West Central MN Jr Sheep (10:30 am) & Beef (12:30 pm) Livestock Show, Fairgrounds   

  NEW! 4 -H Dog Show, 1:00 p.m., Main Arena, Fairgrounds  
 

 August 2  Livestock Quality Assurance Training, 7:00 pm, West Otter Tail Co Fairgrounds  

 August 25 -29 State Fair Livestock weekend  

 Sept. 1 -3 Llama Encampment  

 Sept. 2 -4 State Fair Non -Livestock encampment  

    

Tammy Nordick    Alli Riestenberg    Jan Brooberg  
4-H Program Coordinator   4-H Summer Assistant   Office Manager  

 

 P.S.  We need Youth Leaders and adults to help on entry day as judging assistants.  We also 

need help with the Livestock shows.  If you can help, please call and let us know right away.  
 

Extra Premium Lists are available in the Extension Office.  

 



 
 

 The 4-H Food Stand is the main source of raising funds to help support countywide activities.  The 

2010 shifts are printed on the back of this information.  Please read all of this carefully.   
 

  

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH REGULATIONS  

Food Stand workers must be properly dressed as any food service does.  The 4 -H 

Food Stand is under the same health regulations as restaurants and is inspected 

during the fair by the Department of Health.  

 

*  no eating in the kitchen      *  all workers must pay for food eaten   

 

 long hair must be tied back  

 no bare midriffs  

 no bare feet, those working in the frying area should wear leather shoes ñno sandals. 

 if you have a cold or are not feeling well -- STAY HOME!  

 clean fresh clothing must be worn -- change clothing if coming from any barn, including  

 rabbit and chicken barns.  

 if you have club T -shirts -- wear them;  be proud of who you are!!!!  

 Adult MUST be at cash register AND at the òPick-upó food counter. 
 

 Following are the work and food donations we're asking from each club:  
1)  Workers needed each shift.  Twenty (20) people are all that can safely be in the Food Stand kitchen.   

If you have more than 20 sign up, assign shifts within your club .  Leader:  please bring your  

completed  work assignment sheet with you.  

       Please have workers arrive on time to relieve the previous shift.  Do not leave your station until you 

 have been relieved.     THE LAST SHIFT EACH DAY IS RESPONSIBLE FOR CLEAN -UP AND 

 CLOSING.  

 

 2)  OF NOTE:     

  We again will be buying our pies from a local bakery.  They will be baked fresh each day 

 and delivered to the food stand.  No one has to bring pies OR BROWNIES!!      But to help 

 cover the cost of the pies, each family will be asked to pay $7.00 .  We will expect the 

 club leaders to collect this from each family in their club.   The leader is to turn that 

 money in to the Extension Office prior to county fair .   

 

  

 The 2010 Food Stand Managers are:  

 

 

 Chris Maudal, Deb Carlson, Dori Knutson & Danette Johnson  

2010 4-H Food Stand Schedule & Information  

ATTENTION - ALL 4 -H FAMILIES                      



 

 

 

 

 
Livestock may be brought into the Fairgrounds after 2:00 pm Tuesday ñ not any earlier!  
 

Tuesday, July 20  
2:00 pm -7:30 p.m.  Non-Livestock Judging, Main Arena. Only day in which non -livestock  

           projects will be judged.   

                        Judges will be taking a supper break from 5:30 - 6:00 pm . 

4:00-8:00 p.m.  Swine weigh -in  

5:00-7:00 p.m.  Beef, Dairy, Goat, Poultry, Rabbit, Sheep & Swine Interviews  

   Livestock Arena  
 

Wednesday, July 21  
    9:00 a.m.      4-H Swine Show, Henry C. Stock Livestock Arena  

10:00 - 2:00   Beef  weigh -in  (Must be weighed by 2:00 pm)  

2:00 p.m.       4-H Poultry Show, Satellite  Building (same bldg that houses all poultry)  

4:00 - 5:00     Sheep weigh-in  
 

 Thursday, July 22  
   7:30 a.m.      Horse In Training, Horse Arena  

            Horse Show following Horse -In -Training  

   9:00 a.m.      4-H Beef Show, Livestock Arena               

   1:00 p.m.      Lamb Lead, Livestock Arena  

            1:30 p.m.      4-H Sheep Show followed by Angora Goats  

 3:00-4:00      Market Goat weigh -in (one hour only)  

            4:00 p.m.     4-H Rabbit Show, Satellite Building  
  

 Friday, July 23  
   9:00 a.m.    4-H Dairy Show - Henry C. Stock Livestock Arena  

   Noon           4-H Llama Show - Horse Arena  

   2:00 p.m.    4-H Goat Show - Henry C. Stock Livestock Arena  

  4:00 p.m.    Champion Non -Livestock photos  

   5:00 p.m.    Champion Livestock photos                                             

   7:00 p.m .   4-H Fashion Revue & Share -the-Fun, Champion Non -Livestock Award winners   

           recognized,  Main Exhibit Arena  

                      All  Champions in Non -livestock will receive a trophy at this time!  

   8:00 pm - 10:30 pm     4-H   D A N C E  ~   Livestock Show Arena  
 

  Saturday, July 24  
   8:00 a.m.    Round Robin Senior Showmanship prior to Auction  

   9:00 a.m.    4-H Blue Ribbon Auction     

 10:00 a.m.   Cloverbud Horse Show followed by Horse Fun Show!  

   3:00 p.m.    State Fair Exhibitors Orientation Meeting  

   4:30 p.m.   4 -H Tug of War,  Barnyard Olympics,  Watermelon Feed - Livestock Arena  

   8:00 p.m .   Release TimeñAll exhibits including livestock   
 

 SUNDAY, JULY 25  - WC MN Jr. Beef & Sheep Livestock Show, Fairgrounds  

 1:00 p.m.     4-H Dog Show, Main Arena, Fairgrounds  
  

                  July 21 ñ24 
July 20 -  Non- Livestock Judging  

Remove this schedule & hang on your fridge!  

Note NEW time for Fashion 

Revue/Share the Fun/Non-

livestock trophy winners    

7:00 p.m. 

Dance is at 8:00 p.m. 



 

 

 West Otter Tail Demonstration Day and Food Review  

will be held Thursday, July 15th.  

    Demonstrations  will be held at Pioneer Retirement 

Community, 1006 S Sheridan, FF   

    Food Review will be held at Pioneer Pointe ,  

         411 Everett Ave, FF  (buildings are adjacent)  
4-Hers wishing to participate will need to register on their 

county fair pre -registration form and send in to the Extension 

Office.  Anyone signing up will receive further information in the 

mail, including the schedule.   Contact Tammy at the Extension 

Office if you have questions or would like to have òbasics to dem-

onstrating or food reviewó information sent to you.   
 

Any 4 -Hõer is eligible to participate in Food Review 

or Demonstrations ñdo not have to be enrolled in  

either project area.  

 

4-H C LOTHING  DAY  

2010 Theme:  Mardi Gras  

Tuesday, July 13  

(Location yet to be determined)  

TAKE NOTICE:  4 -H Clothing Project Members  - watch 

your mailbox for details and forms for this year's County 

Clothing Day set for July 13th.   Location yet to be deter-

mined.      Your personal letter and set of forms will be 

sent out soon. Clothing Day ALSO includes all non -

wearable items.   Started last year was the Recycled 

Clothing category (hand -me -downs, Goodwill, Sal-

vation Army, etc.).    Please  get your Fair Registra-

tion forms in to the Extension Office no later than 

June 28th!          

Non -livestock Judging:                       

Tuesday, July 20th                

2:00ñ7:30 p.m.  

    Judges will be taking a supper 

break from 5:30 ñ6:00 p.m.  

All non -livestock projects will be judged on Tues-

day only.  The reason for changing non -livestock 

judging to its own day enables the 4 -Hõer who 

shows livestock, to have total concentration on 

their non -livestock projects.  

The judge will visit informally with the 4 -H'ers 

about his/her exhibit.   4 -H'ers are encouraged to 

ask questions of the judge.  Each member should 

be present to enter his exhibit.  

All 4 -H members enter their articles at the check 

in tables in the Main Arena.  At this point in 

time, they will receive their entry tags and then 

proceed to the appropriate conference judges.  

Please follow this schedule alphabetically by 

clubs:    

2:00 - 3:30 pm     Amor - Dalton  

3:30 - 5:00 pm    Dane Prairie - N. St. Olaf  

       Judges take a supper break!  

 6:00ñ7:30 pm    Norwegian Grove - Sverdrup  

 

 Please plan your evening according to this 

schedule.  Remember:  judges will not 

be present to judge from 5:30 -6:00 pm.  

 

A Word About Demonstrations . . .  
The Minnesota Livestock Breeders Association is providing $30 

cash awards to 4 -Hõers who present a 4- H Livestock Demon-

stration at State Fair .  Competition starts at the county 

level.  On the county level, your animal does not have to be 

present.  At the state level, the animal must be shown in the 

demonstration.  Champion livestock demo winner at the county 

level, will win a State Fair trip with your animal.   

Non- Livestock Demo:   ALL non-livestock demonstrations at the 

State Fair will ALSO receive a $30 cash award.   4 -Hõer may par-

ticipate in both a project AND demonstration at State Fair.  

Questions and clarification, call Extension Office: 998 - 8760.  

 

WOT Demonstration Day and  

Food Review 



2010 Dual Trip Policy  

Each year a State Fair aged 4 -Hôer 
can exhibit both a livestock project, 
Llama AND a general project at the 
State Fair.  Additionally, 4 -Hôers can 
utilize non -premium group activities 
such as Demonstrations, Judging 
Team and Share the Fun.  4 -Hôers pay 

only one program fee.   

West Otter Tail non -livestock en-
campment for State Fair is Sept. 2 -
4th.   Livestock encampment is             

August 25 -29th.  

Mandatory 2010 State Fair  
Quality Assurance Training  

  

Anyone wanting (hoping) to show livestock at the State Fair 

(completed 6th grade and above) is required to have attended the 

Quality Assurance Training within the last three years.  If you have 

taken this training within the last three years, you will be eligible to 

accept a livestock trip to State Fair if awarded one.  QA training will 

be held at the Fergus Falls, Fairgrounds,  Monday, August 2, 7:00 

p.m.  Please call to sign up.  Should you have a conflict for August 2, 

other trainings are being offered: 

    Friday, June 18 - Douglas Co Extension Office  

   Alexandria MN 

                (For information call: 1-320-762-3890) 
 

  Wednesday, June 30 -  East Otter Tail Co. Extension Office  

        New York Mills, MN  

               (For information call:  1-218-385-5420) 

 

   

STATE FAIR TRIP CHAPERONES NEEDED   
 

Adults (both male & female) are needed to help chaperone our 4 -H groups to the State Fair.   

 

Our non -livestock group will be at the State Fair Sept. 2 -4 and our livestock group will go 

August 25 -29.    If you are interested in chaperoning either of these groups, please let us 

know at the Extension Office.  Your expenses will be paid.   
 

Chaperones must have completed the volunteer screening process.  

    FINAL EXHIBIT ARRANGEMENT  

We need help with setting up the final 4-H exhibit display in the Main Arena.  NEW IN 2010 -

All the 4-H non-live projects will be on display in the Main Arena not the Satellite. Conference judg-

ing will end at 7:30 pm. Tuesday evening.  It is after 7:30 pm the judges select the Champions & Re-

serve Champions.  Which means set-up may be delayed or finishing touches added on Wednesday.   

The 4-H exhibits will be displayed in a new area for the public to view.  If you are interested, please 

call the Extension Office at 998-8760.  Some muscle is needed . . . This plea goes to both adults and 

youth.   Letôs create a new look!     THANK YOU!!  

When you walk around the fair-
grounds, please note the plastic 
recycling bins.  Buse -Orwell 4 -H 
Clubôs Community Pride pro-
ject, is the recycling bins for the 
community.   Please use these 
barrels for all your plastic bot-
tles, etc.  



COUNTY FAIR ADMITTANCE POLICY  
 

No one will pay an admittance fee on Tuesday, the 20th.  Admission will be charged starting at 4:00 

p.m. on Wednesday and 11:00 a.m. the remainder of the Fair.  Fair admittance per day is $3.00  for 

everyone age 13 and over.  Twelve (12) and under are free!   4 -H members will receive their wrist 

bands on Tuesday afternoon/evening during non -livestock judging.  However, the 4 -Hõers who 

show livestock only, must come to the 4 -H Office in the Main Arena to pick up their wristband on 

Wednesday morning.  A 4 -Hõer must enter at least one project at the County Fair in order to  

receive a free wristband.  Also, 4 -Hõer must be wearing  the wristband when entering/ re -

entering the fairgrounds.  
  

 
The Otter Tail County Fair Association is making a special reduced rate òadvancedó season pass available.  
The season pass will cost $6.00 and will admit one person (including parking) all 4 days of the fair.    
Great deal!  The passes may be purchased at the Fair Office at the fairgrounds (from 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., 
M-F, starting in late June) or at the County Extension Office.  Please have correct change or make check 
payable to the Otter Tail County Fair Association.  PASSES MUST BE PURCHASED BEFORE FAIR TO 
RECEIVE THE REDUCED RATE .        

 
Ride tickets will be available for sale at the following locations:  

Service Food,  Pamida,  Lakeway Market &  Pebble Lake Take 5                                                      

 

 

           

   2010 STATE FAIR TRIPS  

 
4-H'ers that earn the right to go on to State Fair this year will go either Sept 2 -4 (for non -

livestock) or August 25 -29 (for livestock exhibitors).  LQA (Livestock Quality Assurance) training 

within the last three (3) years is mandatory for anyone attending State Fair with livestock.   

 

4-H'ERS MUST BE PREPARED TO ACCEPT OR DECLINE THEIR STATE FAIR TRIP THE DATE OF THE 

SHOW.   In past years, the 4 -H Leaders' Council has paid all transportation costs and trucking.  Members have had 

to pay for their own lodging and meals.  

 

An orientation meeting for State Fair exhibitors and their families will be held on Saturday,  July 24th at 3:00 p.m.  

 

Names of 4-Herõs winning State Fair trips will be posted on the bulletin board by the 4-H Fair Office during the fair .  

It is the 4 -Herõs responsibility to check the board and accept or decline the trip.  This means BOTH listings 

of Livestock and Non -livestock 4 -H participants in all project areas.   

OF PARTICULAR NOTE :  The decision by the 4 -Hõer to accept or decline a State Fair trip must 

be made NO LATER THAN 2:00 p.m. FRIDAY, JULY 23rd (unless you are showing in the Goat 

Show).   By not checking the State Fair board, it holds up the next 4 -Hõer (and family) in being 

able to register for State Fair.   

ADVANCED SEASON PASSES WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR 4-H FAMILIES AT $6.00/person 

(parking included)!  



JUNE  

7-10  YELLO! 2010 

18      Douglas Co LQA training (Alex) 

21-24 Interstate Ohio Exchangees here 

28  County Fair Registration Forms Due  

28   4-H Amby/Jr. Leader Mtg, 6:00 p.m. 

28   4-H Leadersô Council Meeting  - 7:00 

        Fairgrounds 

30 EOT Livestock Quality Assurance Trng, 
New York Mills Extension Office 

JULY  

13         Clothing Day  

15         Demo/Food Review Day,  FF 

15-18    Wilkin County Fair, Breckenridge 

20         Non-Livestock Judging, 2:00-7:30  

21-24   WOT County Fair, Fergus Falls 

25      WC MN Jr. Beef/Sheep Livestock      
 Show, FF 

25          4-H Dog Show, Fairgrounds 

22-25    EOT County Fair, Perham 

28ï 31  Becker Co Fair, Detroit Lakes 

 

AUGUST  

 2  Livestock Quality Assurance 
  7:00 p.m., FF Fairgrounds 
 

25 ï 9/6  Minnesota State Fair 

25-29     S F Livestock weekend 

SEPTEMBER  

1-3    Llama Encampment 

2-4    S F Non-Livestock encampment 

 

 

      4-H PLANTERS  

 Has your club started designing your Club Planter??    The Planter will get judged just like 

the Booths and Banners.    Criteria:     1) Focus on a ôprojectõ theme;  2)  club is responsible to wa-

ter the plant the four County Fair days;   3)  planter must be removed by 8:00 p.m. Saturday, July 

24th;  4)  label your clubõs name on the display somewhere.   Pre-register Planter on 

 a 4-Herõs Registration Form. 

Check in at the Registration Table (Main Arena) as to where to unload planter.  

4-H CLUB BOOTHS - Satellite Arena  

NEED TO PRE -REGISTER AT EXTENSION OFFICE IN ORDER TO SAVE A BOOTH SPACE.  

4-H BANNER CONTEST  

Each year 4 -H clubs are eligible to make a 4 -H Banner to be entered for competition.  It must be made during the 

current 4 -H year.   4 -H leaders should pre -register this project.  Two banners are eligible to be taken to State Fair.  

Join the fun . . . . .  

ôStepping Outõ  Day Camp 
Engage in the Outdoors with 4 -H ! 

Pelican Rapids Viking Elementary School  
June 14 - 17th  

Time:  12:30 - 5:00 p.m.  
For: Grades 4 - 6th  

$15.00  
This camp is for kids who love the outdoors.  Come and 

join us for a fun & interactive camp that will include geo-

caching, outdoor cooking, plant identification and archery! 

You must pre -register by June 10th.  
  



Would any club like to help serve the watermelon following the Tug-of-War??  Please con-

tact  the Extension Office informing us that your club is interested.   It just means picking 

up 3-4 melons and serving them!   To keep the melons cold, they may be stored in the Food 

Stand cooler. 

Thanks!  Please call Tammy to volunteer! 

 

   T U G    O F   W A R     and   B A R N Y A R D   O L Y M P I C S   C O N T E S T      

             4:30 pm, Saturday  

    The Awesome Barnyard Olympics Contest &  

          Tug of War Contest  
     

 Animal Herding Race . . . . . Wheelbarrow Race . . .    Skillet toss . . .  

Milk Chugging . . . . . . .   Stick Horse Race  

      Following the Barnyard Olympics will be the 4-H Tug of War Contest.   

 These 4-H club events, will be held at the Livestock Arena on Saturday evening,                                   

July 24th  at 4:30 p.m.       There are four divisions:    

 Junior team     Boys & girls who have completed grades  3, 4 or 5.                                   

 Girls' team only         Girls who have completed grades 3 & above.                                           

 Senior team    Boys & girls who have completed grade 6 & above.                                                

 Cloverbud team     Boys & girls who have completed Kindergarten                                  

     through 2nd grade.  

   *  A team consists of a maximum of 5 members  

  *  Should wear gloves  

  *  No spikes or cleats allowed on shoes  

   *  Teams must be on hand at 4:00 pm on Saturday, July 24 to register  
  

    Watermelon Feed follows . . .  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   It is optional if you want to bring your pet or cat to the fair.  

  If you are planning to bring your cat to the county fair on Tuesday, you need to read this notice .  

We are asking that all cat exhibitors bring along proof of rabies vaccination for all cats over 6 months 

of age.  If you haven't done that already you will need to check with your veterinarian to have it done at least 2 

weeks prior to the fair.  Also, for your own protection you may want to have your cat vaccinated for distemper 

(feline panleukopenia).  When you bring your cat to the fair, it is preferred that you bring it in a carrier, or at a 

minimum, on some type of leash.  With lots of noise and distractions around, we do not want someone's cat to get 

away unexpectedly!  

   You will be able to have your cat  or pet project judged anytime between 2:00 pm - 7:30 

pm on Tuesday.  4-H'ers may bring their pet or cat to the judge;  please make sure they are restrained or 

caged.    Also bring a booklet, poster, or visual display about your pet.   The judge will look at your pet and ask 

general questions about your pet and what you have done with it.  See the 4 -H Premium List for further project 

requirements.  Pets and Cats will not stay  at the County Fair.  You will need to take the animal home.  The 

poster, booklet, or display will be left on display at the fair.  

           CAT AND PET  EXHIBITORS:                    


